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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Attached hereto is Form PTO-1449A/PTO listing documents believed relevant to the subject application. It 
is respectfully requested that the Examiner review the information disclosed herein in detail, independently 
evaluate each item carefully in the consideration of the pending claims and return an initialed copy of each 
form to the undersigned. 

This disclosure statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, that no 
other material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(a) exists, or as an admission that the information 
cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b) or is 
available as a reference under 35 U.S.C. § 102 et seq. Applicant reserves the right to swear behind or 
otherwise disprove the alleged "prior" nature of any art cited should the facts support and the situation 
warrant such abaction. 

It is believed that this disclosure complies with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, and 
the Manual of Patent Examining Procedures § 609. If for some reason the examiner considers otherwise, it 
is respectfully requested that the undersigned be called so that any deficiencies can be remedied. 

A copy of each document is enclosed. Some of the documents may have markings thereon. No 
significance is intended to be attached to the markings. 



EXPRESS MAIL LABEL NUMBER : EL 767218732 US 
Date of Deposit: May 29.2001 

I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee Service under 37 C.F.R. §1.10 on the date shown above and is addressed 
to Box , Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 . 
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Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Unique citation designation number. 2 See ettached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST .3). 
4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is 
attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount 
of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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